
What to Expect in the Middle School

Congrats! You never thought the moment would arrive, but here it is...you've finally graduated from
elementary school! Now it's time to move on up to the big leagues. That's right...you're about to take
on middle school.

The transition to middle school is different for everyone. Some of you have been here before and
others are coming for the first time. No matter what, one thing always remains the same about this
important step-up: it's a chance for adventure and to start with a clean slate.

You'll encounter new people, new school subjects, new activities, and many more teachers than
you're used to. This may seem scary because you're now a small fish in a big pond, but remember:
all new experiences are frightening at first. If you have the right attitude and solid info on what to
expect, you'll be a middle school pro in no time.

What’s Different About Middle School?

At first, middle school may seem like a mysterious place full of strangers and surprises. Here are
some of the most common changes you'll be facing:

More Work!

Your teachers here at Saranac Middle School often view their students as young adults. This means
that your assignments and tests will be more challenging. In addition to your nightly dose of
homework, you may also have papers and exams for the first time. The workload may seem
overwhelming at first, but your teachers will most likely understand that you and your classmates are
making an adjustment. If you feel that they don't understand this and you're having trouble with the
amount of work expected of you, make sure you bring it up with a parent or school counselor and do
not hesitate to ask your teachers for extra help. They are more than willing to help you on during their
free time.

The A-B-C’s

Back in elementary school, your teachers may have graded you with marks like "check plus,"
"excellent," or a number scale. Now that you're in middle school, some of your teachers might grade
you using the letter system: A, B, C, D, or F. There are also in-between grades like "A-", "C+," etc.
This system may feel more competitive, and you might find yourself and your classmates comparing
grades. Remember that your grades are your own business, and if sharing them makes it seem like
you're in some kind of contest with other students, or generally makes you feel bad about how you're
doing, keep them to yourself.

Lockers!

Here at Saranac Middle School our hallways are lined with lockers, and one of them will be your very
own "home base" during the day. Instead of lugging your stuff around in one bag, or stashing it in a
classroom desk or cubby, you now have a place to store everything safely. The best part about your
locker: being able to decorate it with photos, drawings, magazine clippings, and anything else that
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makes it feel like you. We encourage you to come into school a few days early and practice using
your combination lock and get use to opening and closing your locker. Also, organization is KEY!
Keeping your locker organized is one way to achieve success in the middle school.

On Schedule

A different class, in a different room, every hour? Different classes on different days? Yikes! No doubt
about it: the middle school "class schedule" can seem pretty hairy at first. You'll probably have it down
in no time, but new buildings and new routines are confusing for everyone. If you have trouble finding
something, or keeping track of where you have to be, speak up! Your teachers, counselors, and other
school staff are here to help.

Bye Bye Recess

In elementary school, recess was probably your favorite part of the day, right? So how will you
survive without it? Well, here at Saranac Middle School, you still have a lunch period to relax with
your peers and during that time we also offer opportunities for students to go to the library, and
participate in other activities, such as intramurals. So rest assured, you will still have some time to
your selves!

Extra-Curriculars

Here's one of the best parts about Saranac Middle School: the chance to get involved in after-school
sports, clubs, and activities. From football to soccer, from builders club to drama club, these "extra-
curriculars" are a great way to make friends, explore new interests, and, of course, have lots of fun.

We are very excited to have you all here at Saranac Middle School to begin this journey together!!
If you have any questions or concerns please contact us and we look forward to meeting each and

every one of you!! Good luck on your exciting new chapter in life!

http://www.go2pdf.com

